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The impact of crisis resolution
and home treatment teams on
psychiatric admissions

Crisis Resolution and Home Treatment
(CRHT) teams were introduced in England
in 2000/01 to provide intensive home-
based care for patients in crisis as an
alternative to hospital treatment. The
policy drive to introduce CRHTs and
potentially divert resources away from
existing Community Mental Health
Teams was in part driven by early and
geographically limited evidence on

the effectiveness of CRHTs in reducing
hospital admissions. Contrary to previous
results however, and using national
data with a more robust methodology,
this research finds that the CRHT policy
has had no significant effect in reducing
hospital admissions. There were no
significant differences in the number of
admissions between providers with and
without CRHTSs, which raises questions
about future policy developments in this
area.

This paper is published in the British
Journal of Psychiatry:

Project team: Rowena Jacobs and
Eliana Barrenho

Alan Williams Fellowships -
Call for applications

CHE is pleased to be re-launching the
Alan Williams Fellowships scheme. The
Fellowships were first launched in 2006
as a tribute to Alan Williams and to enable
health economists from anywhere in the
world to spend time in York.

Applications are invited from mid-career
researchers wishing to visit the Centre
for Health Economics. The value of the
fellowship is £5,000, intended as a i
contribution towards living and travel
expenses associated with the visit.
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Estimating the costs of
specialised care

Research examining the costs associated with
the provision of specialised care concludes that
hospitals should receive extra payments for
providing some types of specialised services.
Under Payment by Results, hospitals are

paid a national tariff for treating particular
types of patients and the research explored
whether this amount fully reflected the costs of
providing care. Costs were found to be higher
for patients receiving some types of specialised
care. For instance, costs are 20% higher if
specialised childrens services are provided

and 21% higher for specialised orthopaedic
services.

The study also showed large variation in costs
among hospitals which cannot be explained by
the provision of specialised services, nor by
other patient characteristics, nor by differences
in input prices. If hospitals with higher costs
fail to improve their efficiency they may
struggle financially in future.

For more details go to: w0

Project team: Silvio Daidone and
Andrew Street

New price regulation in the
NHS

A robust framework is needed for the proposed
new purchasing system for medicines to

make sure it delivers anticipated benefits

for the NHS. By 2014, a system of “value-
based pricing” (VBP) will replace the current
system and this fundamental change in
pharmaceutical regulation offers an opportunity
to base pharmaceutical pricing and access to
new health technologies on sound principles,
reflecting social values and the reality of a
budget-constrained NHS.

However, careful specification of the scheme

is required including the need for an explicit
definition of value and for this to be fully
reflected in an empirical estimate of the cost-
effectiveness threshold. The research sets out
a potential framework for VBP in the devolved
NHS, as well as identifying the critical details of
how the framework would be implemented.
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Project team: Karl Claxton and Mark Sculpher
from CHE and Stuart Carroll from the Bow
Group

Research report at:


http://www.york.ac.uk/media/che/documents/papers/researchpapers/CHERP61.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/che/news/alan-williams-fellowships/
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/cgi/content/abstract/bjp.bp.110.079830v1
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/che/documents/papers/researchpapers/CHERP60.pdf

The NHS White Paper: An
Economics Perspective

CHE/OHE Workshop

The government’s recent White Paper on
the NHS (“"Equity and Excellence: liberating
the NHS"”) announced a host of important
reforms for the health service over future
years.

CHE organised an interactive workshop
jointly with the Office of Health Economics
in London on 8 December on the topic of
“Equity and Excellence: Economics and

Evidence?”. The aim was to provide an

analytical overview of the reforms and
demonstrate the role of evidence arising
from research undertaken by both CHE and
the OHE. It was aimed mainly at key policy
makers and analysts in the Department of
Health and the NHS and was attended by
around 40 delegates.

Presentations on key economic aspects of
the reforms relating to GP commissioning,
competition, productivity and efficiency
were made by Nigel Rice, Hugh Gravelle,
Andrew Street and Maria Goddard from
CHE, as well as colleagues from the OHE.

Professor Mark Sculpher spoke at
a conference entitled “The Asian
Symposium on Value for a QALY”
held by the Korean National
Evidence-based Healthcare

NICE Technology Assessment
Reviews. Steve Palmer, Mark
Sculpher in collaboration with
the Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination. Funder: Department
of Health.

Collaborating Agency in Seoul,

South Korea in January. He also
spoke at a workshop on risk sharing
arrangements in the reimbursement
of pharmaceuticals held by the
Centre for Drug Evaluation in Taipei,

Dr Rowena Jacobs has Taiwan.
been invited as an expert
adviser to the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) on
performance measurement in

mental health services.

Medicines

27 June , 4 July, 11 July
More course details

Analysing patient data using
hospital episode statistics

14 - 15 June 2011

York Expert Workshops in the
Socio Economic Evaluation of

Combining routinely collected
data and patient outcomes to
measure quality/costs ratios
(PROMS). Andrew Street, Chris
Bojke in collaboration with Nancy
Devlin from the Office of Health
Economics. Funder: NIHR-CCF.

to incorporate concerns

about health inequalities into
economic evaluation of health
care programmes (Public Health
Research Consortium). Mark
Sculpher, Nigel Rice, Karl Claxton,
Richard Cookson, Susan Griffin.

www Funder: NIHR-CCF.

Identifying appropriate methods
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Latest CHE Research

Papers

CHE Research Paper 60

Value-based pricing for
pharmaceuticals: its role, specification
and prospects in a newly devolved NHS
- Karl Claxton, Mark Sculpher and
Stuart Carroll

CHE Research Paper 61

Estimating the costs of specialised care
- Silvio Daidone and Andrew
Street

Research Bulletin

Improving the productivity of the
English NHS - Chris Bojke, Adriana
Castelli, Mauro Laudicella, Andrew
Street and Padraic Ward
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